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European Co-operatives call for a more comprehensible and clear

application of the competition rules  COGECA conference on "Agriculture Co-operatives and Competition law and  policy in Europe", Helsinki, Finland  On 13 November 2003, in Helsinki, Finland, a COGECA conference gave policy  makers, competition experts and representatives of the national  co-operative organisations from the enlarged Europe the opportunity to  exchange views on how the EU and the national authorities should apply

appropriate competition rules to the agricultural co-operative sector. 

High level speakers such as Mr. Mario MONTI, EU Commissioner for  Competition, and Mr. Mauri PEKKARINEN, Finnish Minister of Trade and  Industry, participated in the event.

In his opening speech, Mr. Marcus H. BORGSTRÖM, President of COGECA and of  Pellervo, the Finnish Co-operative Organisation, underlined that it is too  easy to look at the co-operative network as some kind of cartel. He  questioned the relationship between the competition law and the  legislation for the co-operatives that could appear to be in conflict with  each other.

Mr. Mario MONTI, EU Commissioner for Competition, talked for the first  time about the relationship between agriculture and EU competition law. 

According to Mr. MONTI, the EU Commission should " do its homework" and  introduce more competition in the Common Market Organisation (CMO) taking  the Sugar CMO as an example.

Referring to the recent CAP reform and its more market oriented approach,  the Commissioner said that as a consequence the reform will certainly give  an additional importance to competition law in the agricultural sector. In  this context he said, "to pretend that agriculture and more particularly  agriculture co-operatives are as a matter of principle, not subject to EU  competition rules would be plainly wrong".

Mauri PEKKARINEN, the Finnish Minister of Trade and Industry, called for  an equal competition policy pointing to the rather favourable application  of the Finnish Competition Legislation to the Co-operatives in his  country.

After competition experts of COGECA's member organisations reported on  specific cases, President BORGSTRÖM concluded the Conference pointing out  that the discussions confirmed the central role the Co-operatives play in  Europe and how important they are, not only for farming members, but also  for consumers.  For that reason and in order to maintain this role "there  is for decades an ongoing process with mergers and acquisitions which is  normal in the everyday business world, but this has to be guaranteed by a  more comprehensible and clear application of the competition rules".
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