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www. pellervo.fi/ 
finncoop/index.htm



ICA Values

� Self-help
� Self-responsibility
� Democracy
� Equality
� Equity and solidarity
� Honesty
� Openness
� Social responsibility
� Caring for others

www.coop.org/ica/info/enprinciples.html
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Cooperation globally

• International Co-operative Alliance (ICA)
• 800 million members
• In every continent, in 94 countries
• In the EU countries 132 500 co-ops, 

altogether 83.5 million members
• Half of the world’s population in sphere of 

influence of cooperation
• Finland is one of the strongest

cooperative countries in the world
(59 %  of the population) www.coop.org
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BackgroundBackground

• Cooperative movement came to Finland at the 
turn of the 20th century.

• PELLERVO Confederation of Finnish Cooperati-
ves was established in 1899.

• Total number of cooperatives reached its highest point in the 
1930s: 6 000.

• In 2005, total number of cooperatives was little over 3 700 
with 3,6 million memberships.

• Almost 70 % of the Finnish households are members in 
a consumers cooperative.

• New rise in the 1990s: so-called new cooperatives
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Cooperative Law of 1901Cooperative Law of 1901

"Partly by saving, partly by supporting one another, 
even those of small means will be able 

to enjoy the profits of larger capital, buy their goods 
more cheaply, 

sell their products at better prices, and get necessary 
credit. 

Cooperation can also promote thriftiness, activity, 
and solidarity.

It has therefore great economical, educational, and 
ethical importance."
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TOTAL NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN PRIMARY CO-OPS  
in 1902–2001 in Finland  
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1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

Pellervo
administration

Founders Cooperative societies / Central societies Members

Import protection

Export subsidies

War economy / Agricultural Incomes Act

Origins

Growth

National welfare /
Postwar reconstruction /
Regulations

Growth/
Consensus/
Regulations

Internationali-
sation/
Competition

Phases in the Development of
Finnish and Pellervo cooperation
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Number of 
coopera-

tives 

Members
in coopera-

tives

Person-
nel in 
group

Turnover
in group

Mill �

Market
share

%

Meat
cooperatives 5 24 412 9 642 1 987 80

Cooperative
dairies 31 15 148 4 580 2 585 97

Egg
cooperatives 2 459 149 44 63

Forestry
cooperatives 1 131 175 29 870 8 643 35

Animal
Breeding 6 32 942 545 37 100

Hankkija-
Agriculture Ltd. *   -    -     (822) (747) 42

Consumer
cooperatives 43 1 860 209 31 882 9 304 47
Coope-
rative
banks 278 1 216 242 10 554 1 519 35

Insurance 
associations 90 500 000 1 000 311 9

Other
mutuals 10 2 267 000 4 295 5 485 ~35

TOTAL
** 466 6 047 587 92 517            29 915    

Small new 
cooperatives          2 320    
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THE PURPOSE OF PELLERVO SOCIETY
2 §

"Pellervo Society is a non-profit national apex orga ni-
zation of the cooperative movement in Finland. Its primary  
objectives are:

• to develop the cooperative societies on the basis of  
private ownership and voluntary economic coope-
ration for the purpose of increasing the economic   
and cultural well-being and social awareness of the   
people, and

• to look after the common interests of the Pellervo
cooperatives and to promote joint actions for the 
benefit of the cooperatives and their individual  
members.

(Continues…)
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To achieve the above objectives, the Society is inv olved in 
the following activities:
• development of the idea substance of the cooperatives as 

well as ideological education and guidance ;
• research, training and planning to promote the activities of 

the member societies, as well as provision of legal  and 
financial advice, auditing services and similar assistance to 
the members;

• publication of membership bulletins and professional 
papers and distribution of information to the membe rs;

• maintenance and development of contacts with authorities, 
Finnish business associations and international org aniza-
tions;

• promotion of collaboration between member cooperati ves
to ensure the efficient and rational use of both hu man and 
material resources for the benefit of the members."



JOINTLY 
OWNED
ASSOCIATIONS

ANNUAL MEETING

DELEGATION (25)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (9)

MANAGING DIRECTOR
Veikko HämäläinenADMINISTR.

SERVICES

BRUSSELS OFFICE

Hanna Leiponen-Syyrakki

FOOD & FARM FACTS LTD.

Anne Kallinen

PELLERVO-INSTITUTE LTD.

Kari Huhtala

PTT - Pellervo Economic
Research Institute

Pasi Holm

COOPERATIVE DELEGATION

Marcus H. Borgström

PELLERVO PUBLICATIONS 
SERVICES LTD.

Vuokko Pajala

Chairman Esa Härmälä Vice Chairman Erkki Vähämaa

Chairman Marcus H. Borgström Vice Chairman  Anne Kylmäniemi

MEMBER ORGANISATIONS

CONFEDERATION OF FINNISH COOPERATIVES

1 June 2006

SWEDISH COOPERATIVE
SERVICES
Per-Erik Lindström

OSUUSTOIMINTA (Co-op) MAGAZINE:
Mauno-Markus Karjalainen

NEW COOPERATIVES: Juhani Lehto

INTERNET SERVICES: Markku Nummi
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LEGAL SERVICES

Kari LehtoMartti Seppänen
Kaisu Räsänen

Martti Seppänen
Kaisu Räsänen

PELLERVO MAGAZINECOOPERATIVE SERVICES

Sami Karhu
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PELLERVO’S SERVICES AND PRODUCTS
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Farm extention and other societies42

Cooperative banks197

Members of Pellervo (392)
(1 June 2006)

88 Cooperative insurance associations

27 Milk cooperatives

14 Other cooperatives

4 Meat cooperatives

Cooperative retail societies4

5 Animal breeding cooperatives

+
Central Union of Agricultural Producers and Forest

Owners (MTK)

Finlands Svenska Andelsförbund r.f.  (Swedish-speaking Pellervo)

Hankkija-Agriculture Ltd                      (Farm supply)

Lähivakuutus Local Insurance Mutual Company

Lähivakuutus, Federation of the Local Insurance Group 

Metsäliitto Osuuskunta                        (Forest)

Munakunta                                           (Eggs)

Finnish Animal Breeding Association (SKJO)

Osuustoiminnan Kehittäjät - Coop Finland ry (new-wave co-ops)

Paikallisosuuspankkiliitto (42 local co-op banks)

Valio Ltd                                              (Milk)
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Reasons for the
New Rise of Cooperatives

• Economic restructuring
• Redefinition of welfare policies (radical cuts in services

provided by municipalities) 
• Changes of values in society
• Massive unemployment
• Alternative way of self-employment
• Changes in agriculture
• Local solutions to local problems
• Networking
• Evolution and development in the third sector area
• Better advisory services for cooperatives
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President:
Marcus H. Borgström HK Ruokatalo Group  (meat)
Farmer, M.Agr.&For., Sipoo        Chairman of the Board of Directors

Vice-President:
Anne Kylmäniemi Hankkija-Agriculture Ltd.
Farmer, Posio Member of Producers’ Delegation

Ensio Hytönen CEO of Hankkija-Agriculture Ltd. 
Lic. Agr.& For., Vantaa (farm supply)

Harri Kainulainen Lähivakuutus  (insurance)
M.Pol.Sc.., Helsinki CEO

Jan Lähde Munakunta  (egg)
M.Sc.(Econ.), Turku CEO

Pentti Santala Valio Ltd.  (dairy)
Farmer, Ruokolahti Chairman of the Supervisory Board

Jarmo Toukola Kangasalan Osuuspankki (bank)
Farmer, Kangasala Member of the Board of Directors

Arimo Uusitalo Metsäliitto  (forest)
Farmer, Agronomist, Kiikala        Chairman of the Board of Directors

Ilkka Yliluoma Itikka Osuuskunta  (meat) 
Farmer, Ylistaro Chairman of the Board of Directors

Also participating in Board meetings:

Chairman of the Delegation:
Esa Härmälä OPK (bank)
Agronomist, Helsinki Member of the 

Supervisory Board and 
Executive Committee

Vice-Chairman of the Delegation:
Erkki Vähämaa Kainuun Osuuspankki  
Municipal Director,         (bank), Member of the 
Sotkamo Board of Directors

Secretary to the Board of Directors:
Sami Karhu Pellervo
Ph. Lic., Järvenpää Director of Cooperative

Services

Indroducer of matters:
Veikko Hämäläinen Pellervo 
Econ., Espoo Managing Director



2006

www.pellervo.fi

2.320

89Others

733Water co-ops

45Development co-ops

69Energy co-ops

56Travel services co-ops

78Social, health and welfare co-ops

88Purchasing co-ops

152Culture, publishing and media

314Marketing co-ops

696Worker, service and expert co-opsNew Cooperatives 
in Finland
(31  December 2005 )

Sources: 
Finnish National Board of 
Patents and Registration, 
and
PELLERVO Confederation of 
Finnish Cooperatives
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Number of established co-operatives in Finland
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